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ment, genuinely apprehensive of communism, did not look
with much favor upon the appearance of Soviet naval forces
in the Mediterranean. Neither was Italy on too friendly
terms with Turkey; for despite the treaty of friendship and
repeated assurances of Mussolini, the Turks did not feel
wholly secure as to the effect on their country of Italian
imperial ambitions, a feeling of which Italy was well aware.
Hence she could hardly have appreciated the increased
power and prestige with which Turkey emerged from the
Montreux Conference. An added reason for Italian dis-
pleasure was the belief (not without foundation) that con-
cessions made by Great Britain and France to Turkey and
Soviet Russia were motivated primarily by the desire of
those powers to erect further barriers against Italian ex-
pansion.
Germany, at that time to all appearances the leading anti-
communist power of Europe, professed to be primarily con-
cerned about the advantageous position in which the Mon-
treux Convention placed Soviet Russia. Collaterally, she
was also disturbed by the possibility of increased Franco-
British influence in Turkey and the resulting alignment of
Turkey with the Western Allies which might hamper what-
ever ambitions she may have harbored in the Balkans and
the Near East.
Nothing indicates more conclusively the growing
strength of Turkey than the indifference shown by Angora
toward the indications of displeasure by two major Euro-
pean powers. Even the absence of Italy's signature did not
disturb the equanimity of the Turkish Government, al-
though the full validity of the revised regime could techni-
cally be questioned so long as the signature of a party to
the Lausanne Convention was lacking. The Turks doubt-